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Factors affecting the home industries and handicraft program in the 
a } over-all postwar program ares: 


Ll. The return, to the farm, of the families who during the war held 
jobs in war plants or other wartime industry. 


Increased cost of livins has made it necessary thet, in 
many cases, a supplementary source of income be found, 
Bovements toward the establishment of handicrafts pro- 
duction centers and training schools in 1946 show 
trends toward the utilization of hand skills for this 
pur pose, 


Ge increased electric power on the farm; 


‘ . (a) Taking the drudgery out of home work, thus giving the 
\ families time for more creative work. 


(b) Providing power for opersting home workshop machinery 
and the machinery for other skills services which can 
bring income to the family. 


(c) Providing safer and better lights by which families 
may work in their shops. 


According to revorts from the bederal RHA office, plans 
are being made for twice the number of farms to be 
electrified in 194/ as in any previous vear. The total 
number will probablj reach 1 million. 


‘y ‘ Oo. The demand for hend-made articles in gift shops and the demand 
on the part of the public for rare and indivicuelly desizned 
objects, 
* 
One of the country's largest hondicraft organizations, 
formed in 1940, reported it did about 10 times the 
business in its fifth year thet it did in its first 


year. Other organizations renort marked increases, 
The fect thet new shops ere continuelly otening 
throughout the country indicetes the increased demand 
for hend-made vsroducts. 


4. Trend toward development cf small, independent enterprises, 
The large number of requests, from GI's and other 
' rUdAxy 10 194¢ individuals, to the Department of Asriculture for 
information on subjects leadins to the development 
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of small enterprises confirms other evidence that mer 
yeople desire small tusinesses of their own. 
5. The reduction of the supply of imported hsnd-mace articles 
ing from the War and wartime conditions. 


te 


American-made crafts are filling meny shelves in shops 
that were once filled with imported voroducts, end the 


opportunity for the American craftsmen to put his 
ucts on the: market is here. If he accepts the cha 
the outlook fer his future is--encouragine . 
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6. The application of the wege 
handicrafts for the market 


ny 


result- 
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“eS and hours laws in centers »roducing 


Considering the time element involved in the production 
of handicrafts for the market. it will be necessery ator 
the producer and the supervisors of production to make 


SOON Stee in their scope of articles produced, To 


obtain the maximum amount of income for the time ex- 
pended it wil be necessary for them to utilize labor- 
saving devices where quality of hand workmanship and 
individuality of iia in the finished product are e 
not effected by doing so. It will also be advanta- 
geous to produce ene re which have simple desims 
and speedy techniques. ‘ 
7, Increased enrollments in the arts and-crafts schools throurhout 
the country. 
According to the January 1946 number of the Adult 
Bducetion Journal, reporting tne trends in edult 
educetion, there has been a shard rise in requests 
for classes. .in arts, handicrafts, end vocrtionel 
subjects in schools and ati toee throughout th 
country . 
All the art schools visited by the home industries 
Specielist during the past year were well attended. ? 
The officials resorted full rezsistrationus, for siue 
coming yeer, indiesting an increased demand for train-= 
ine im “bhe. field poof arts and vereres. 7 


8. The ee aes for farm fomilies. to continue to economize by 
ing and repairing home PeM Sees with their. own skills es 
Robina counteracting inflationary tendencies. 


In view of the high prices, of furniture and other 
home furnishings, the farm femilics ares facing the 
chellonge of cree skills through which they 
mey supply their needs in home furnishings with 
the minimum expenditure of money. 


Pe PaESY Eek The expanding housing program is steadily creating 
ost: the necossity for more furnishings. 
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The continued noed herapeutic 
én aid for rolicving mental worrics 


and recrertional 
and “ten 
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Handicreft progrems in connection with voces tional 


rehebilitation divisions of 


the State Depertmont 


of Educetion in six States (California, Michigan, 


Wisconsin, Georcia, Texss, 
conducted or contemplated. 


The Arts and Crafts Corps of th 
reports a 


end an increasing 


American Red Cro 
shortase of volunteer handicraft Tea ote 
field for services, 


Minnesote) ere actively 


The occupntional therapy work in hospitels continues 


in full cepecity. 


The sc 


to look for suitable substitute materia 
such as flat cane and Ho 


ating, ite ere 


ith America, are being shipped 
in small quantities. 
by occupational therapy 
handicapped people, It 
havo shipments equal to 
a while yot. H 
is on the merket at a higher 
Cettail leaves and bulrush leaves 
popularity 
Peper rope is used in some ca 
which grows profuscly in mmny 
States 
during Colonial days, 
purpose agein in absence cf 


is doubtfu 
the prewar 


SCS. 
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Raffia is still scarce, but sm 
available for gencral ravi aet uso 
reports from the Toxas 
Minsrel Wells, nat 
grectly oxpean nded in foxes in) 1947). 
hend weaver hes little 
be Ft akg dea about gottin 
work unless he raises his 
his own yarn. (This is quite « 


milablo in small 
ce than usual. 


Linen is a 
Lor 1 


quantit 


is taking its 
rattan reed. 


arcity of certain imported hendicraft meteriel s 


a 
rea) 


ng Kong 
imported from the Pecific 

rattan reed for basket ory, from Centrel and 
into this 
The supply is being 
groups in institu 


erens or. 
and wes the generally accepted basket 
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Silk Industric 
urel silk production will be 


Cotton yerns for 


» causing us 
in our own country. 


srass for 


country 
ebsorbed 
tions for 
that we will 

supply for quite 


anufectured synthetic or plestic crane 
price than netural cane. 
are gaining in 

as a substitute for Hong Kong grass, 


Black willow, 


the United 
material 
Lace ‘for this 


wl] quantisics are 


According to 
5 EEC OS: 


However, the 


or no grounds on witch to 

Silk yam 
ey cocoons 
possibility.) 
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work are available in limited quantities. 
Restrictions on Amorica m=-produced materials becauso of their wide 
use in the vest postwar reconstruction program. 

Wool.--According to statistics from the Bureau 

of Agricultural Economics the stockrile of raw 


wool is ample, But bocausse of tne nocd of Pine 
rerns for fnbrics, yarns for handiern & wenk aro 
still limited... They will probably .continuc scarce 
for another year. Loather vor crafts in hospitals 
and institutions is plontiful Duterl or ci vibien ase 
is limited. Copper end aluminum sre ayailnbdle but 
in limited quantities. Silver is..wory Limited end 
much higher in price than formerl:. Most other 
hendicraft materials are sufficient to supply tho 


demand. 
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